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MEMORANDUM  

Date: July 8, 2026 TG: 1.25451.00

To:  Brian Tennyson, LMN Architecture  

From:  Michael Swenson, PE, PTOE  

Subject: 9th Avenue - Preliminary Transportation Review 

 
This memorandum summarizes the results of the initial transportation review conducted for 9th 
Avenue between Pine Street and Pike Street. The purpose of this initial review was to inform the 
ongoing discussions focused on the future opportunities for this section of roadway. A more 
extensive analysis would be required by the City depending on the desired modifications to the 
roadway. 

Transportation Context 

The City of Seattle classifies 9th Avenue as a minor arterial roadway with a posted speed limit of 
25 miles per hour between Pine Street and Pike Street. 9th Avenue is one-way southbound 
roadway with two lanes of travel. No bicycle facilities are provided along 9th Avenue although 
sidewalks and parking are provided on both sides of the roadway. No transit routes travel along 
9th Avenue between Pine Street and Pike Street, all transit service in the area provided by King 
County Metro is provided along Pine Street and Pike Street with stops at their intersections with 
9th Avenue.  
 
As noted above, parking is provided along both sides of the 9th Avenue between Pine Street and 
Pike Street. Access to a parking garage in the building at the corner of 9th Avenue and Pike Street 
is provided along the west side of 9th Avenue approximately 65 feet north of Pike Street. 
Additionally, access to a loading dock on the east side of the roadway is located directly across 
from the parking garage access.  

Traffic Volume 

Existing weekday AM (7-9 a.m.) and PM (4-6 p.m.) peak period traffic volumes were collected in 
March 2026 at the 9th Avenue intersections with Pine Street and Pike Street. The existing 
weekday AM and PM peak hour traffic volumes are illustrated below in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1. Existing Weekday AM and PM Peak Hour Traffic Volumes 
 
 
As shown in Figure 1, the weekday peak hour traffic volumes along 9th Avenue between Pine 
Street and Pike Street were observed to be approximately 60 vehicles during the weekday AM 
peak hour and approximately 280 vehicle during the weekday PM peak hour. The PM peak hour 
volumes are higher due to the NB express lane on-ramp provided at the intersection with Pike St. 
 
If vehicles were rerouted due to a restriction of traffic along 9th Avenue, the impact would be 
greater during the weekday PM peak hours given the higher volume of traffic that would be 
rerouted to alternate routes and to the adjacent intersections.  
 
 
 
 


