
9th Avenue Activation - Street Painting Mural
The painting installation on 9th avenue is part of a larger vision for urban activation in downtown Seattle that 
celebrates the connectivity between the Arch and Summit buildings of the Seattle Convention Center.  At 
the core of the design is a love letter to the early 2000’s video game Guitar Hero, inspired by the PAX West 
gaming convention that will punctuate the end of this temporary installment. This mural weaves together 
cultural references and local context in a concise and unified design, inspired by the simple yet recognizable 
visual language of musical notation employed by the game. While most people may not immediately recog-
nize this pattern as a direct reference to Guitar Hero, they can still understand the visual representation of 
music, a nod to The Paramount’s legendary performances. Going deeper, the pattern itself is the note pro-
gression from the 2nd edition of the game’s rendition of Nirvana’s “Heart Shaped Box”, recalling the history 
of Seattle’s music scene. The directionality of the design denotes an axis of circulation, connecting the site 
to the larger convention center campus, and leading users down 9th avenue into the Market at the Marquee. 
Additionally, the round dots on the ground relate to the existing artwork to the south; large colorful circular 
panels stuck to the façade of the Arch building at the end of 9th avenue on Pike street.
This installation is temporary.  While the paint used is intended for pavement and dries quickly, it will with-
stand vehicular traffic for a period of time before it begins to fade and wear off.   Alternatively, if it needs to 
be removed once the road reopens, the team is exploring removal methods.
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